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Biography

VLM (b. Houston, TX, USA) is a metaphysical multimedia artist, 
working between Texas and New York, primarily in video, 
performance, sound, and sculpture. She received her BFA in Studio 
Art from The University of Texas at Austin in 2008 and her MFA in 
Sculpture from Yale University in 2016. VLM interrogates the 
complex relationship between physical and psychic structures. Her 
artwork deploys an idiosyncratic visual vocabulary of symbols—like 
circles, holes, and spheres and recursive gestures like drilling, 
dowsing, and reaching—to illuminate the mind's inexorable link to 
matter. Her work is paradoxically cryptic and literal, conceptual and 
hand-built, digital and physical. It shifts in subject matter—from 
ponytails to particle accelerators, to syrups, stones, moths, and 
machines—as VLM interweaves elements from feminism, 
panpsychism, and surrealism. Her artwork is also latently 
autobiographical. It is influenced by her career as a professional 
Graphic Facilitator, a job for which she travels the country to 
diagram the development of ideas at TED Talk events for clients. In 
her work as a fine artist, VLM turns this skillset of “mind map 
scribing” inwards to render the contours of her subconscious and 
the logic of her own dreams and memories. Collectively, VLM's 
symbols, forms, and gestures rupture material surfaces, opening 
portals into unknown psychic ends... 

Selected Exhibitions 

"Sky Loop," Lawndale Art Center, TX (2020) 
"Screens Series: VLM," New Museum, NY (2019) 
“Honey Moon,” Midnight Moment, Times Square Arts, NY (2019) 
“Pony Cocoon,” False Flag, NY (2019)  
“Socrates Annual,” Socrates Sculpture Park, NY (2018)  
“Crash Test,” La Panacée-MoCo, Montpellier, France (2018) 
“An unbound knot in the wind,” CCS, Hessel Museum, NY (2018)  
“Open Mind,” Crush Curatorial with Hesse Flatow, NY (2018) 
“Material Deviance,” SculptureCenter, NY (2017) 
“Particle Accelerator Memorial,” Yale University, CT (2016) 
“Things you can’t unthink,” Banff Centre, Banff, Canada (2016) 

Awards / Residencies 

University of Texas's Material Research Lab, TX (2019-2021) 
Crit Group, The Contemporary Austin, TX (2018-2019)  
Socrates Sculpture Park, NY (2018-2019) 
The Carving Studio and Sculpture Center, VT (2018) 
Socrates Fellowship, Socrates Sculpture Park (2018) 
Susan H. Wedon Award, Yale University (2016) 
Toby Devan Lewis Fellowship, Yale University (2016)  
Wright Laboratory at Yale Physics, CT (2015-2018)  
Vermont Studio Center, VT (2015)  
The Shandaken Project at Storm King, NY (2014) 

www.hesseflatow.com
https://virginialeemontgomery.com/
virginialeemontgomery@gmail.com
https://hesseflatow.com/
karen@hesseflatow.com
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VLM Artist Statement

Business Witch is what I call her, but she is me. I’m VLM, Virginia 
Lee Montgomery, a video artist, sound artist, sculptor, and 
professional mind-map scribe. Business Witch is my name for the 
mysterious working-woman-persona I portray in my artwork: a 
ponytailed problem-solver who walks between worlds. She is based 
upon my own very real experiences working for the past 10 years 
as a Graphic Facilitator—a career for which I travel North America 
to diagram ideas at conferences like TED Talks. In my work as a fine 
artist, I turn my skillset of “mind map scribing” inwards to render 
my own dreams. The output is art: a psychic terrain of revolving 
drills, digital glitches, prodding digits, and dripping liquids which 
together congeal, and reveal, a portal into the symbolic unknown. 

As an artist, I map the boundary between thing and theory. To 
answer this metaphysical question, I cast an array of non-human 
collaborators in my artwork from ponytails to pastries, syrups, 
stones, moths, and machines. Next, I expand my query. I set my 
camera to document our unexpected choreographies and 
encourage new perspectives on empathy. My most recent video 
artworks interweave themes of psychology, entomology, and 
awakening. (In this particularly chaotic cultural era, it brings me 
great happiness to raise, film, and release native moths and 
butterflies in the name of video art!) This choice is intentional. 
Butterflies are symbols of rebirth and moths are symbols of dreams. 
In my artwork, all protagonists—moth, human, or machine—use 
their bodies as apparatuses for agency. Even the power tools I film 
assume a yonic quest as each bores a holes into filmic space. In my 
art, a core symbolic vocabulary of circles, spheres, and holes 
circulate. This is also intentional. Philosophically, I believe that 
every hole is a portal for something hopeful to appear. 

In the studio, the ethics behind how an artwork is made is just as 
important to me as the final artwork itself. It is important to me 
that every aspect of my own artwork—from conceptual planning to 
physical production—is by my own hand. This includes every step 
in the creation of a stone sculpture—cutting, carving, polishing, or 
the crafting of a video artwork—storyboarding, directing, filming, 
editing, sound recording, and scoring. I believe one’s own labor is 
what imbues a heartfelt aura within an artwork. My artwork is 
characterized by an active ethos of empathy, witchy energy, and a 
feminist impulse to blur, bend, and ask, “What is reality and can I 
penetrate it with a Dewalt drill?” Whether it’s raising luna moths, 
traveling on business trips with a 3ft ponytail stashed in my suitcase, 
recording rainstorms, filming fingers, or carving marble ponytails—
my movements reveal the surreal working relationship between 
physical and psychic structures.       
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VLM

S K Y LOOP, Instal l at ion view, Lawndale Art  Center,  
Houston, TX ,  US A. Photographs by Nash Baker,  2020 

VLM: SKY LOOP 
Solo Exhibit ion 
Lawndale Art Center 
Houston, TX , USA 
Jan 18 – August 8,  2020 

Exhibit ion Essay 
The Butterfly Effect, Wendy Vogel 

Works 
Butterfly Birth  Bed,  Video  
Honey Healing Hurricanes,  Video  
Sky Loop, Video  
Sky Eye, Video  
Mom’s Canoe, Sculpture  
Head Stone, Sculpture  

Video L inks 

BUTTERFLY  BIRTH BED 

SKY LOOP 

Sky Loop
Exhibition 

SKY LOOP is a video and sculpture installation inspired by the 
butterfly effect theory and VLM’s own firsthand experience 
weathering Houston’s epic natural disaster, Hurricane Harvey. The 
storm devastated the city of Houston in the summer of 2018. SKY 
LOOP presents VLM’s psychic intervention to meditate the echo of 
Harvey’s environmental and emotional impact. In the SKY LOOP 
exhibition, a peaceful soundscape cocoons viewers. Audiences are 
also invited to touch and sit upon two sensory sculptures: a plush 
memory foam mattress containing a large whirlpool stone and her 
family's vintage aluminum canoe filled soft bayou sand. The four 
films on display in SKY LOOP present a metaphysical analysis of 
Hurricane Harvey as told through Houston-specific symbols. 
Circulating imagery of eyes, holes, and swirling storms dominate 
her screens. To create the videos, VLM utilizes a combination of 
media sources and experimental techniques. Her videos include 
montages of archival NASA imagery, storm footage shot as she 
canoed Harvey’s storm-waters with her mother, and visuals VLM 
captured as she raised native Texas butterflies for her symbolic film 
BUTTERFLY BIRTH BED. Collectively SKY LOOP’s gestures, textures, 
and sounds embody the ethos of the butterfly effect—the idea that 
any small change in our environment, even the gentle flapping of a 
butterfly's wings, can one day generate big change. VLM’s vision 
conjures an elemental force for climatic change, hope, and healing. 

https://vimeo.com/398359188
https://vimeo.com/385170766
https://vimeo.com/398359188
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S K Y LOOP, Instal l at ion views,  Lawndale Art  Center,  
Houston, TX ,  2020 . 

 Sky Loop 
 

Insta l l at ion views,  Lawndale Art  Center,  Houston, TX .  Photos by Nash Baker,  2020 
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VLM: SKY LOOP 
Lawndale Art Center 
Houston, TX , USA 
Jan 18 – August 8,  2020 
 
 
Media L ink 
Exhibit ion Brochure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sky Loop 
 

   Exhibition Essay 
The Butterf ly Effect by Wendy Vogel 
 

"You could not  remove a s ingle grain of  sand from its place without  
thereby . ..  changing something  throughout al l  parts  of the immeasurable whole,"  
wrote Johann Gottl ieb Fichte in The Vocat ion of  Man (1799). With this  
proclamation, the German idealist  philosopher antic ipated the butterf ly effect by  
over 150 years.  Put  s imply,  the butterfly  effect—a fundamental concept of  chaos  
theory—expla ins  how small changes can have big  consequences. The 
meteorologist  Edward Lorenz first observed in the early 1960s that natural  
microphenomena could cause catastrophic events,  such as major weather systems. 
It may be hard to believe from today’s environmentally-conscious perspect ive,  but  
Lorenz’s  research went underrecognized for over a decade. A professor at MIT, he 
presented his  findings to students with the understated metaphor of  a  seagull  
influencing  a rainstorm. In 1972, the path to mainstream credibil ity followed after 
he presented a  paper poet ical ly tit led,  “Predictability: Does the Flap of a  
Butterfly’s Wings in Brazi l Set Off a Tornado in Texas?” Faced with the catastrophic 
reality of  c limate change, the butterfly  effect  surfaces  again as an urgent 
metaphor for our times.  Houston nat ive Virginia Lee Montgomery (VLM) draws  
from the evocative imagery  of  these theories, building  a richly symbolic  language 
in sculpture,  video,  and performance art.  In her pract ice,  she postulates  a feminist  
metaphysical  approach to quest ions of consciousness and the natural world. VLM 
challenges patriarchal narrat ives  about nature and technology that  exclude 
female contributions,  including spiritual practices,  enacting a  humorous modern-
day sorcerer character ca lled the Business Witch. SKY  LOOP, her solo exhibition at  
Lawndale,  focuses  on the devastation wrought by Hurricane Harvey and how a  
society might  heal itself  in its aftermath. 

In August  2017, the artist  witnessed the catastrophic effects of  
Hurricane Harvey f irsthand from her childhood home in Houston. Four large-scale 
projected videos in SKY LOOP draw from VLM’s experience of the Category  4 storm.  
All videos created in 2020, SKY LOOP l inks the phenomenon of  cascading sand, the 
eye of the hurricane,  and fantastica l powers  of  divination and healing as they  
might manifest through generations of women. The f ilm begins with the artist  
dri ll ing  through a map of  the hurricane’s  eye,  then swirling  a  pile of  sand on a  
beach.  At intervals  throughout the video, sand f lows through the hands of  three  
female relat ives—VLM, her mother Mary  Hunnell  Smith,  and grandmother Lee 
Adcock Hunnell—who the art ist equates to the mythological Fates. In a later  
sequence, Texas honey—long recognized for its curative propert ies—drips over  
footage of  the raging hurricane captured by  the art ist and organizations l ike NASA. 
In one stirring  c lip,  the artist  and her mother navigate central Houston’s Buffalo  
Bayou in her grandmother’s canoe. VLM ut il izes  fast cuts and reversals, making  it  
appear as though her whirling storm and human gestures  were a  science fict ion 
narrat ive; she understands, however, that news programs a lso deploy montage 
effects  to dramatize stories  like meteorolog ical  crises .  

The surrealist-tinged v ideo BUTTERFLY  BIRTH BED depicts  butterf ly  
species native to Texas—the black swallow tail , the buckeye,  and the painted  
lady—that VLM raised to hatch on the ra ils  of  a  miniature Shaker bed. The eye of  
the Hurricane is  projected where a body  would lay. Shaker furniture has  become 
an iconic American style,  though its  religious origins  speak  to proto-feminist  
subversion.  Mother Ann Lee founded the religious Shaker sect in the late 1700s 
on the principles  of  celibacy and equal education for a ll  genders.  Considered 
Christ ’s female equivalent by her followers,  Lee elaborated a theory that saw 
oppress ion of men through labor and the pain of childbirth as  a result of the Fal l.  
In VLM’s  moving-image work, we might env ision an association between the 
butterfl ies ’ ‘eyespots’—il lusory mark ings that  often detract  predators from the 
insects’  vulnerable bodies—and the hurricane’s  deceptively  calm eye.  L ike the 
video work on v iew, the sculpture Head Stone (2016)  at the center of  the gallery  
reimagines the interaction between humans and inorganic matter.  The artist  
invites viewers  to recline on a stack  of  five memory foam mattresses, which also  
holds a  found whirlpool stone.  VLM considers it another hea ling  gesture to give 
the rock—an ancient  piece of  compressed earth—a place to rest.  This stone, after 
all, has witnessed centuries of upheaval. And as Fichte would tel l us, one morsel 
of dirt can change the course of history."  

https://files.cargocollective.com/681748/VLM_Exhibition_PDF_Brochure_LawndaleArtCenter_2020.pdf
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S K Y LOOP, Instal l at ion views,  Lawndale Art  Center,  
Houston, TX ,  2020 . 

Sky Loop 
 

 Insta l l at ion views,  Lawndale Art  Center,  Houston, TX .  Photos by Nash Baker,  2020 
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 Video link 
  BUTTERFLY  BIRTH BED 

4k Digita l Video, 5:35,  2020 

Sky Loop 
 

BUTTERFLY BIRTH BED 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BUTTERFLY BIRTH BED is a metaphysical video about regeneration. Inspired by  
'The Butterfly  Effect'  theory,  the f ilm presents  a surreal incantat ion of  hope as  
live butterflies emerge from their chrysalises  over a model Shaker doll-bed 
containing an image of a  sleeping  hurricane. 

https://vimeo.com/385170766
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  Video link 
  BUTTERFLY  BIRTH BED 

4k Digita l Video, 5:35,  2020 

Sky Loop 
 

BUTTERFLY BIRTH BED 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUTTERFLY BIRTH BED is a metaphysical video about regeneration. Inspired by  
'The Butterfly  Effect'  theory,  the f ilm presents  a surreal incantat ion of  hope as  
live butterflies emerge from their chrysalises  over a model Shaker doll-bed 
containing an image of a  sleeping  hurricane. 

https://vimeo.com/385170766
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  Video 
  SKY  LOOP 
 4k Digital  Video, 9:35,  2020 

Sky Loop 
 

SKY LOOP 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
SKY LOOP is a dream-logica video about hope, healing, and recovery. The work is  
a metaphys ical analys is of  Hurricane Harvey  through a subconscious language of  
Houston-specif ic  symbols.  To create Sky Loop,  VLM montages archival NASA 
imagery,  footage as she weathered the storm, and footage shot  in her own studio.  
Collect ively,  these surreal elements ask,  “What sees  the eye of  the hurricane?”  

https://vimeo.com/398359188
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   SKY LOOP 
 4k Digital  Video, 9:35,  2020 

Sky Loop 
 

SKY LOOP 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SKY LOOP is a dream-logica video about hope, healing, and recovery. The work is  
a metaphys ical analys is of  Hurricane Harvey  through a subconscious language of  
Houston-specif ic  symbols.  To create Sky Loop,  VLM montages archival NASA 
imagery,  footage as she weathered the storm, and footage shot  in her own studio.  
Collect ively,  these surreal elements ask,  “What sees  the eye of  the hurricane?”  

https://vimeo.com/398359188
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   Video 
   SKY LOOP 
  4k  Digital Video, 9:35, 2020 

Sky Loop 
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SKY LOOP is a dream-logica video about hope, healing, and recovery. The work is  
a metaphys ical analys is of  Hurricane Harvey  through a subconscious language of  
Houston-specif ic  symbols.  To create Sky Loop,  VLM montages archival NASA 
imagery,  footage as she weathered the storm, and footage shot  in her own studio.  
Collect ively,  these surreal elements ask,  “What sees  the eye of  the hurricane?”  

https://vimeo.com/398359188
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Sculpture 
HEAD STONE 
Sculpture,  Memory  foam and 
stone, 72"  x 84"  x 33",  2016 

Sky Loop 
 

HEAD STONE 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top photo by photographer Adam  Pape, 2016 . Bottom  photo by photographer Nash Baker,  2020  

  

HEAD STONE is a  stone-on-foam sculpture that  offers anybody—stone or human— 
a soft  place to rest.  While memory  foam remembers  nothing but  itself  (its  
selfishness is  its value),  a stone never forgets.  HEAD STONE is touchable sculpture.  
It is  comprised a rare 100lb whirlpool stone and five memory foam mattresses.  
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VLM

Photo by K a-Man Tse for Tim es S quare Arts,  2019

Ho ney Mo o n ,  4k D igi ta l V ideo, 2: 60 ,  2019 

VLM: Honey Moon 
Solo Exhibit ion 
Times Square Arts  
New York, NY, USA 
Feb 1  – 28th,  2019 

Honey Moon
Exhibition 

HONEY MOON is a radically serene, multi-screen video installation 
at Times Square, New York. Times Square Arts commissioned 
HONEY MOON for its Midnight Moment public art program. The film 
screened every night at midnight from 11:58pm – 12: 01am during 
February 2019 across 25+ jumbotron screens in Times Square. 
HONEY MOON is a serene short film about the uncanny flow of time. 
Coyly literal, the video depicts a small moon cradled by a manicured 
hand as honey sensually streams from above, over the moon, and 
down into a dark void below. The immersive video installation 
conjures metaphysical contemplation. Its conceptual juxtaposition 
amidst the surrounding chaos of Times Square is bewitching, 
alluring, and calm. HONEY MOON is straightforward and surreal. 
Time Square Arts’ Midnight Moment video art program is the 
world’s largest, longest-running digital art exhibition of 
synchronized electronic billboards. Midnight Moment’s estimated 
annual viewership is 2.5 million persons. HONEY MOON for 
Midnight Moment was also enabled by Socrates Sculpture Park, NY. 

Video L inks 
HONEY MOON Documentation 
4k Digita l Video, 00:36,  2019 

HONEY MOON  
4k Digita l Video, 02:60,  2019 

https://vimeo.com/315242969
https://vimeo.com/269375296
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VLM Honey Moon
Exhibition 

. 

 Ho ney Mo on ,  T im es Square,  New York,  NY,  US A. Photos by K a-Man Tse,  Tim es Square Arts,  2019 
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VLM Honey Moon
Exhibition 

. 

 Ho ney Mo on ,  T im es Square,  New York,  NY,  US A. Photos by K a-Man Tse,  Tim es Square Arts,  2019 
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Honey Moon, 4k D igi ta l  V ideo, 2: 60 ,  2019 

 
 
Ho ney Mo o n ,  4k D igi ta l V ideo, 2: 60 ,  2019  (Top) 

Honey Moon 
 

Video & Interview 
. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

VLM ‘Honey Moon’ Midnight  Mom ent Interview wi th Tim es S quare Arts,  2019 (Bottom ) 
 

Video Interview Link   VLM For MIDNIGHT MOMENT 

https://youtu.be/-ipCPu4L8To
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 PONY COCOON, 2019 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Video Link 
 PONY COCOON 
 4k Digital  Video, 05:05,  2019 

Pony Cocoon 
 

Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                        

 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 

 
PONY COCOON is a serene, short film depicting the cryptic birth of 
a luna moth from a disembodied blonde ponytail. Encapsulated in 
an intimate dreamworld of gesture, texture, and sound, the film 
interweaves themes of psychology, entomology, and awakening. 
In PONY COCOON, two doppelgängers are at work: Business Witch 
and the luna moth. Both protagonists use their bodies as 
apparatuses for mark-making to burrow out of containment. Shot 
in high definition macro footage in color palette of soft pastels, the 
dreamlike narrative of the film references the classical Greek myth 
of Psyche, the laboring butterfly wing goddess. Psyche is also the 
Greek word for 'spirit' and serves as the etymological basis for 
'Psychology'. In the film’s opening and closing moments, a 
metaphysical dynamic emerges: the video screen drips with real 
honey as both protagonists emerge onscreen. Symbolically, the film 
is also an analysis of labor. Half of the film footage in PONY 
COCOON was shot by VLM in a hotel room during a real business 
trip while the other half of PONY COCOON was shot in the artist's 
studio as she raised the moth in the film. The PONY 
COCOON soundscape is original and was constructed by the artist 
from field recordings of Texas thunderstorms, wind chimes, 
corporate hotel rooms, and a Dewalt drill. PONY COCOON is 
directed, edited, filmed, scored, produced, and performed by VLM. 

https://vimeo.com/313789860
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 Video Link 
  PONY COCOON 
 4k Digital  Video, 05:05,  2019 

Pony Cocoon 
 

Video 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PONY COCOON is a serene, short  fi lm depicting the crypt ic  birth of a  luna  moth 
from a  disembodied blonde ponytail. Encapsulated in an intimate dreamworld of  
gesture,  texture,  and sound, the fi lm interweaves themes of psychology,  
entomology, and awakening. PONY COCOON is  directed, edited, filmed, scored,  
produced, and performed by  VLM. 

https://vimeo.com/313789860
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  PONY COCOON 
 4k Digital  Video, 05:05,  2019 
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Video 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PONY COCOON is a serene, short  fi lm depicting the crypt ic  birth of a  luna moth 
from a  disembodied blonde ponytail. Encapsulated in an intimate dreamworld of  
gesture,  texture,  and sound, the fi lm interweaves themes of psychology,  
entomology, and awakening. PONY COCOON is  directed, edited, filmed, scored,  
produced, and performed by  VLM. 

https://vimeo.com/313789860
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PONY COCOON is a serene, short  fi lm depicting the crypt ic  birth of a  luna  moth 
from a  disembodied blonde ponytail. Encapsulated in an intimate dreamworld of  
gesture,  texture,  and sound, the fi lm interweaves themes of psychology,  
entomology, and awakening. PONY COCOON is  directed, edited, filmed, scored,  
produced, and performed by  VLM. 

https://vimeo.com/313789860
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PO NY CO CO O N ,  Insta l l ation im age, Fal se F lag,  2019 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PO NY CO CO O N ,  Insta l l portra i t  by W i l l La i rd,  2019 
 
VLM: Pony Cocoon 
Solo Exhibit ion 
False Flag Gallery  
Long Is land City,  NY,  USA 
Feb 23 – March 31st,  2019 
 

Pony Cocoon 
 

Exhibition 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE — False Flag presents PONY COCOON, a solo 
exhibition of new work by VLM (Virginia Lee Montgomery) in video 
and sculpture. Three meticulously polished marble sculptures 
extend motifs of the projected video into immediate, tangible form. 
Carved from the same aesthetic language, they are paradoxically 
cryptic and literal, conceptual & hand-built. Created by VLM at the 
historic West Rutland Marble Quarry (during a fellowship at The 
Vermont Carving Studio and Sculpture Center), they serve both as 
uncanny totems and material embodiments of the familiar. 
Working across video, sculpture, and performance, VLM 
interrogates the relationship between physical and psychic 
structures. Conceived, scored, edited, produced, & performed in its 
entirety by the artist, the show’s titular video piece, PONY COCOON, 
employs an idiosyncratic visual vocabulary to conjure a surreal yet 
familiar dreamscape. Populated by VLM’s ‘Business Witch’ persona, 
a luna moth, and ponytail, the film unpacks a range of cultural 
associations related to the moth: from joyful transformation to 
deathly harbinger. The film’s original soundscape is composed from 
field recordings of Texas thunderstorms, corporate conference 
hotels, a Dewalt drill, and a single moth emerging from her cocoon. 
PONY COCOON furthers VLM’s enduring inquiry into the link 
between material and mind. Her alchemical voice is both singular 
and clear: through her unexpected fusion of references, symbols, 
and histories, VLM offers a cerebral and seductive vision.  
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Mo o n Egg ,  S culpture,  Marble,  24x20x18 , 2018  (Top)  

Pony Cocoon 

 

Exhibition 
. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Marb le  Po nyta il  I I  (L )  and Marb le  Ponyta il  I  (R),  Insta l l at ion view, PO NY CO COO N ,  Fa l se Flag ,  2019 (Bottom ) 
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Sculpture 
MARBLE PONYTAIL   
Sculpture;  Marble and string,  
3” x 16” x  4”, 2019 

Marble Ponytails 
 

Sculpture 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MARBLE PONYTAIL  is a meticulous ly  polished marble sculpture carved from the 
same aesthetic  language as VLM’s  surreal and sculptural fi lms.  The sculpture 
serves  both as uncanny semiot ic surrogate and new material ist embodiment of  
the corporeal famil iar.  The MARBLE PONYTAIL  engenders  a cerebrally seductive 
study into “ponytail metaphysics.”  
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Sculpture 
MARBLE PONYTAIL,  Detail  
Sculpture;  marble and string,  
3” x 16” x  4”, 2019 

Marble Ponytails 
 

Sculpture 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MARBLE PONYTAIL  is a meticulous ly  polished marble sculpture carved from the 
same aesthetic  language as VLM’s  surreal and sculptural fi lms.  The sculpture 
serves  both as uncanny semiot ic surrogate and new material ist embodiment of  
the corporeal famil iar.  The MARBLE PONYTAIL  engenders  a cerebrally seductive 
study into “ponytai l metaphysics.”  
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Sculpture 
MARBLE PONYTAIL  II  
Sculpture;  marble and string,  
35 " x  5" x  3", 2019 

Marble Ponytails 
 

Sculpture 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MARBLE PONYTAIL  II  is a meticulously  polished marble sculpture carved from the  
same aesthetic  language as VLM’s  surreal and sculptural fi lms.  The sculpture 
serves  both as uncanny semiot ic surrogate and new material ist embodiment of  
the corporeal famil iar.  The MARBLE PONYTAIL  engenders  a cerebrally seductive 
study into “ponytai l metaphysics.”  
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PO NY HO TEL ,  2018 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Video L ink 
PONY HOTEL 
4k Digita l Video, 05:17,  2018 
 
 

Pony Hotel 
 

Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PONY HOTEL braids together a tale of three ponytails: real, prop, 
and fantasy. The surreal short film blends montage imagery of 
fantastical studio footage alongside video footage VLM captured as 
she traveled across North America as “Business Witch” and 
documented her 3ft ponytail prop inside various hotel rooms. The 
film features vignettes of prodding digits, dancing ponytails, and 
mysterious dripping liquids. In PONY HOTEL’S culminating dream-
inside-a-dream sequence, the film's physical picture plane is 
penetrated by an offscreen Dewalt drill. The disruptive gesture 
creates a portal, which in turn, conjures the manifestation of a 
meta ponytail, The Rainbow Ponytail Supreme. PONY HOTEL is 
filmed, edited, scored, and performed by VLM. 
 

https://vimeo.com/virginialeemontgomery/ponyhotel
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Video L ink 
PONY HOTEL 
4k Digita l Video, 05:17,  2018 
 

Pony Hotel 
 

Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PONY HOTEL braids together a tale of  three ponytails:  real,  prop, and fantasy.  
The surreal short  fi lm blends montage imagery of fantastical  studio footage and 
alongside video footage VLM captured as she traveled across North America  as 
“Business  Witch” and documented her 3ft ponytail  prop inside various  hotel 
rooms. PONY HOTEL  is  fi lmed, edited, scored, and performed by  VLM. 

https://vimeo.com/virginialeemontgomery/ponyhotel
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Video L ink 
PONY HOTEL 
4k Digita l Video, 05:17,  2018 
 

Pony Hotel 
 

Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PONY HOTEL braids together a  tale of  three ponytails: real,  prop, and fantasy. The 
surreal short f ilm blends montage imagery of fantastical studio footage and 
alongside video footage VLM captured as  she traveled across  North America  as  
“Business  Witch” and documented her 3ft ponytail prop ins ide various  hotel 
rooms. PONY HOTEL  is  fi lmed, edited, scored, and performed by  VLM. 

https://vimeo.com/virginialeemontgomery/ponyhotel
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Video L ink 
PONY HOTEL 
4k Digita l Video, 05:17,  2018 
 

Pony Hotel 
 

Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PONY HOTEL braids together a  tale of  three ponytails: real,  prop, and fantasy. The 
surreal short f ilm blends montage imagery of fantastical studio footage and 
alongside video footage VLM captured as  she traveled across  North America  as  
“Business  Witch” and documented her 3ft ponytail prop ins ide various  hotel 
rooms. PONY HOTEL  is  fi lmed, edited, scored, and performed by  VLM. 

https://vimeo.com/virginialeemontgomery/ponyhotel
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Video L ink 
PONY HOTEL 
4k Digita l Video, 05:17,  2018 
 

Pony Hotel 
 

Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PONY HOTEL braids together a  tale of  three ponytails: real,  prop, and fantasy. The 
surreal short f ilm blends montage imagery of fantastical studio footage and 
alongside video footage VLM captured as  she traveled across  North America  as  
“Business  Witch” and documented her 3ft ponytail prop ins ide various  hotel 
rooms. PONY HOTEL  is  fi lmed, edited, scored, and performed by  VLM. 

https://vimeo.com/virginialeemontgomery/ponyhotel
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Exhib i t ion insta ll at ion im age wi th  W ATER W ITCHING  
and HEAD STO NE ,  An unbound  knot  in  the  w ind ,  
Curator A l i son K arasyk,  CCS  Bard,  The Hessel  
Museum  of Art ,  NY,  2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sculpture 
HEAD STONE 
Sculpture,  Memory  foam and 
stone, 72"  x 84"  x 33",  2016 
 
Video L ink 
WATER WITCHING 
HD Video, 07:07, 2018 
Commissioned by The Hessel 
Museum of  Art  for  An unbound 
knot in the  wind, Curator Alison 
Karasyk, CCS Bard.  

Water Witching 
 

Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WATER WITCHING is a metaphysical dream-logica film about 
conjuring the strength to weather chaos. Interrelating concerns of 
climate, weather, gender, and destruction, WATER 
WITCHING explores how agency may be conjured as a kind of 
internal resource via divination and amidst political adversity. 
Inspired by the artist’s participation in the 2018 Women’s March in 
Washington DC and global increases in climatic disasters, the film 
interweaves archival footages, glitch frequencies, and the artist’s 
own performative gestures to construct a dowsing rod as an act of 
resistance. The film’s textured soundscape is composed from field 
recordings of water, wind, machines, animals, and human protest. 
Collectively, these elements wield a dream that cuts across 
narratives of linearity.  

 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/virginialeemontgomery/waterwitching
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Video L ink 
WATER WITCHING 
HD Video, 07:07, 2018 
 

Water Witching 
 

Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
WATER WITCHING is a metaphysical dream-log ica  fi lm about conjuring  the 
strength to weather chaos. Interrelating  concerns of climate, weather,  gender,  
and destruction,  the fi lm explores  how agency  may be conjured as  a k ind of  
interna l resource. 

https://vimeo.com/virginialeemontgomery/waterwitching
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Video L ink 
WATER WITCHING 
HD Video, 07:07, 2018 
 

Water Witching 
 

Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
WATER WITCHING is a metaphysical dream-log ica  fi lm about conjuring  the 
strength to weather chaos. Interrelating  concerns of climate, weather,  gender,  
and destruction,  the fi lm explores  how agency  may be conjured as  a k ind of  
interna l resource. 

https://vimeo.com/virginialeemontgomery/waterwitching
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CUT CO PY SPHINX ,  2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Video L ink 
CUT COPY SPHINX 
HD Video, 03:30, 2018 
Commissioned by Socrates  
Sculpture Park  for the  2018 
Socrates Annual,  NY, Curated by  
Jess  Wilcox,  2018 
 
 
 
 
 

Cut Copy Sphinx 
 

Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CUT COPY SPHINX is a surreal and sculptural short art-film about 
metaphysics, myth, and destruction. A feminist twist on the 
classical myth of Oedipus and the Sphinx, CUT COPY SPHINX recasts 
the sphinx as the uncanny hero who endures 'cuts' across time. 
Shot en plein aire on a miniature prop-set with a Dewalt drill and a 
gallon of honey CUT COPY SPHINX syncs together themes from 
philosophy, feminism, and image theory. CUT COPY SPHINX is 
directed, edited, scored, and performed by VLM. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/292698265
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Video L ink 
CUT COPY SPHINX 
4k Digita l Video, 03:30,  2018 

Cut Copy Sphinx 
 

Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CUT COPY SPHINX is a surreal and sculptural short  art-film about metaphysics ,  
myth,  and destruction. A  feminist  twist on the classical myth of  Oedipus and the 
Sphinx,  CUT COPY SPHINX  recasts  the sphinx as the uncanny hero who endures  
'cuts' across time. Shot en plein a ire on a miniature prop-set with a Dewalt  dri ll  
and a gal lon of honey CUT COPY SPHINX  syncs together themes from philosophy,  
feminism, and image theory.  It is directed,  edited, scored, and performed by VLM. 

https://vimeo.com/292698265
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Video L ink 
CUT COPY SPHINX 
4k Digita l Video, 03:30,  2018 

Cut Copy Sphinx 
 

Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CUT COPY SPHINX is a surreal and sculptural short  art-film about metaphysics ,  
myth,  and destruction. A  feminist  twist on the classical myth of  Oedipus and the 
Sphinx,  CUT COPY SPHINX  recasts  the sphinx as the uncanny hero who endures  
'cuts' across time. Shot en plein a ire on a miniature prop-set with a Dewalt  dri ll  
and a gal lon of honey CUT COPY SPHINX  syncs together themes from philosophy,  
feminism, and image theory.  It is directed, edited, scored, and performed by VLM. 

https://vimeo.com/292698265
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Video L ink 
CUT COPY SPHINX 
4k Digita l Video, 03:30,  2018 

Cut Copy Sphinx 
 

Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CUT COPY SPHINX is a surreal and sculptural short  art-film about metaphysics ,  
myth,  and destruction. A  feminist  twist on the classical myth of  Oedipus and the 
Sphinx,  CUT COPY SPHINX  recasts  the sphinx as the uncanny hero who endures  
'cuts' across time. Shot en plein a ire on a miniature prop-set with a Dewalt  dri ll  
and a gal lon of honey CUT COPY SPHINX  syncs together themes from philosophy,  
feminism, and image theory.  It is directed, edited, scored, and performed by VLM. 

https://vimeo.com/292698265
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SW O RD IN THE SPHINX ,  2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sculpture 
SWORD IN THE SPHINX 
Sculpture;  resin, steel,  concrete,  
enamel.  42” x  1” x  108”  
Commissioned by Socrates  
Sculpture Park  for the 2018 
Socrates Annual,  NY,  Curated by  
Jess  Wilcox,  2018 

Sword in the Sphinx 
 

Sculpture 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SWORD IN THE SPHINX is an enigmatic public sculpture. The 
outdoor artwork includes a resin-cast copy of a historical French 
garden sphinx in the likeness of the 18th century court mistress, 
Madame de Pompadour, impaled with a hand-forged, artist 
smithed sword. The work was installed in Socrates Sculpture Park's 
far-left garden gazing towards New York City from 2018 – 2019. 
SWORD IN THE SPHINX was commissioned by Socrates Sculpture 
Park and completed while VLM was a Socrates Fellow and 2018 
artist in residence. A companion video artwork, CUT COPY SPHINX, 
complements SWORD IN THE SPHINX. 
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Sword in the Sphinx 
 

SW O RD IN THE SPHINX ,  Insta l l ation views,  S ocrates S culpture Park,  New York,  2018 
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S K Y LOOP, Instal l at ion views,  Lawndale Art  Center,  
Houston, TX ,  2020 . 

Sword in the Sphinx 
 

SW O RD IN THE SPHINX ,  Insta l l ation views,  S ocrates S culpture Park,  New York,  2018 
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 BEYO ND MEANS ,  2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Video L ink 
BEYOND MEANS 
HD Video, 02:17, 2017 
Commissioned by SculptureCenter 
for In  Practice:  Materia l Deviance,  
Curated by Alexis  Wilk inson, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 

Beyond Means 
 

Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BEYOND MEANS is a short, sculptural, and energetic art film about 
glitches in materiality. By way of anomalous movements, spinning 
American pennies circulate off-center to escape the order of capital. 
Their irregular glitch markings allow them to subvert expectations. 
In the video, the glitch coins whirl in a manic choreographic 
succession of jump-cuts synced to the sound of distant drills. 
Offscreen, a Dewalt drill appears and punctures a hole through the 
video’s filmic space. This allows a mysterious and gooey human 
hand to emerge from beyond the void. BEYOND MEANS explores 
intersection of materiality and movement in context to labor. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/202854859
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Video Link 
BEYOND MEANS 
HD Video, 02:17, 2017 
 

Beyond Means 
 

Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BEYOND MEANS is a short,  sculptural,  and energet ic  art  fi lm about glitches in 
materiality . By way of anomalous movements, spinning American pennies  
circulate off-center to escape the order of  capital and regulation. Their irregular 
glitch markings al low them to subvert  expectations. In the v ideo, the glitch coins  
whirl  in a  manic frenzy  of  jump-cuts synced to the sound of  distant dri lls.  

https://vimeo.com/202854859


 

 45 

VLM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
S K Y  LOOP, Instal l at ion view, Lawndale Art  Center,  
Houston, TX ,  US A. Photographs by Nash Baker,  2020 

 
VLM: SOS ONSHORE OFFSHORE 
Solo Exhibit ion 
MEYOHAS Gallery  
New York, NY, USA 
Sept  16 - Oct  26,  2016 
 
Works 
DEEP SEE, Video 
SOS ONSHORE OFFSHORE,  Video  
MARBLE MEMORY FOAM, Sculpture  
GLITCH COINS, Sculpture 
BLUE VIEW, Light  installat ion 
 
Video L inks 

DEEP SEE 

SOS ONSHORE OFFSHORE 

 
 
 
 

                      
  

 

SOS Onshore Offshore  
 

Exhibition 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRESS RELEASE – MEYOHAS presents SOS ONSHORE OFFSHORE by 
Virginia Lee Montgomery. In her solo show, VLM braids together an 
associative material narrative of melted coins, broken marble, and 
a video of lonely ponytail traveling great liquid distances. VLM’s 
props are ordinary but through clandestine activation reveal an 
intertwined account of neoliberal artifice amidst the Anthropocene 
and late capitalism. SOS ONSHORE OFFSHORE suggests a 
metaphysical paradox: as global capital increases, its physical trace 
decreases. Offshore, VLM wields a witchy ponytail midst Grand 
Cayman Island's dying coral reefs. Onshore, she plots outside the 
island's notorious Ugland House, the invisible tax shelter from 
which 18,857 international corporate entities evade visibility via 
fictitious worksite residency. Here, the tides are rising. The 2016 
US presidential election awaits. Is the American Dream melting? 
Reality is splitting, but it is speaking in fragments of whose dreams? 
VLM casts a defensive spell and tints the view blue... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/183574037
https://vimeo.com/182290986
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Video L inks  
SOS ONSHORE OFFSHORE
DEEP SEE 

Sculpture 
MARBLE MEMORY FOAM 

SOS Onshore Offshore
Exhibition 

PRESS RELEASE – In her solo show SOS ONSHORE OFFSHORE, art ist VLM braids  
together an associat ive material  narrative of melted coins, broken marble,  and a  
video of  lonely ponytail traveling great l iquid distances. VLM’s props are ordinary  
but through clandest ine activation reveal an intertwined account of neoliberal 
artifice amidst the Anthropocene.  

https://vimeo.com/182290986
https://vimeo.com/183574037
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 DEEP  SEE ,  2017 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Video L ink 
DEEP SEE 
HD Video, 01:17, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Deep See 
 

Video 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DEEP SEE is a metaphysical short video. The work engages cognitive 
recursion as a poetic device via forms of blended perception. DEEP 
SEE depicts a disembodied 3ft blonde ponytail both situated inside 
an ocean themed film set and swimming free in the tropical 
Caribbean seas. DEEP SEE deploys simultaneous sensorial 
strategies of visual, auditory, and linguistic looping to cognitively 
construct a dream inside a dream. The film is directed, edited, 
produced, scored, and performed by VLM. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/183574037
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Video L ink 
DEEP SEE 
HD Video, 02:17, 2017 
 

Deep See 
 

Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DEEP SEE is a metaphysical short video. The work engages cognitive recurs ion as  
a poetic  device v ia forms of blended perception.  DEEP SEE depicts a disembodied  
ponytail both s ituated ins ide an ocean-theme fi lmset and swimming in the tropical 
Caribbean Sea. DEEP SEE cognit ively constructs  a dream inside a dream.  

https://vimeo.com/183574037
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INNO VATIO N PO RTHO LE ,  2015 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Video L ink 
INNOVATION PORTHOLE 
HD Video, 01:57, 2015 

Innovation Porthole 
 

Video 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INNOVATION PORTHOLE depicts the symbolic activation of the 
laboring body. The frustrated office worker calibrates herself via 
absurdist activities to transform her body into a giant yonic totem, 
a gooey cheese danish, to escape the obstacle course of creative 
capital. INNOVATION PORTHOLE is directed, edited, performed, and 
scored by VLM. 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/111760735
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Video L ink 
INNOVATION PORTHOLE 
HD Video, 01:57, 2015 
 

Innovation Porthole 
 

Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INNOVATION PORTHOLE depicts  the symbolic  act ivation of  the laboring  body.  The 
frustrated off ice worker cal ibrates herself via absurdist act ivities to transform her 
body  into a giant  yonic totem, a  gooey cheese danish, to escape the obstacle 
course of  creat ive capita l.  

https://vimeo.com/111760735
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ONS ITE OFFS ITE PARAS ITE,  Ya le Thesi s,  Green 
Gal lery,  Ya le S chool  of Art ,  New Haven, CT,  US A. 
Exhib i t ion photographs by Adam  Pape, 2016 

 
VLM: ONSITE OFFSITE PARASITE 
Yale Thesis Exhibit ion 
Green Gallery,  Yale School of  Art  
New Haven, CT,  USA 
March 5 – March 25, 2016 
 
Works 
ONSITE OFFSITE PARASITE, Video 
HEAD STONE, Sculpture  
MOON STONE, Sculpture 
 
Video L ink 

ONSITE OFFSITE PARASITE 

 
 
 
 

                      
  

 
 

Yale Thesis 
 

Exhibition 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRESS RELEASE – For the Yale 2016 MFA Sculpture thesis exhibition, 
VLM (Virginia Lee Montgomery) presents ONSITE OFFSITE PARASITE, 
a sculpture and video installation. The installation’s namesake film 
is a two-channel dream-logica video depicting two doppelgängers 
at work: Business Witch and the ancient sea lamprey. Onsite, 
Business Witch secretly maneuvers inside the notorious Yale 
Business School to place her own bodily talismans throughout the 
austere management building. She sews strands of her blonde hair 
into the building’s soft padded walls and plants clippings of her 
fingernail into nearby pots of the decorative palms. Offsite, her 
animal-familiar, the parasitic sea lamprey, swims an ancient 
migration route from the Atlantic Ocean to the lakes of New 
England to breed, lay eggs, and die. Yet the migrating lamprey must 
now traverse a waterway populated with manmade barriers. In 
both videos, both characters insert themselves between the skeins 
of site to mark and conjure agency. Both witch and animal, must 
navigate tension in their respective ecosystems of labor. The 
ONSITE OFFSITE PARASITE installation additionally includes two 
haptic sculptures: HEAD STONE and MOON STONE. Both sculptures 
welcome touch. Passing visitors may sit upon HEAD STONE. The 
sculpture offers any body, stone or human, a soft place to rest. In 
totality, the ONSITE OFFSITE PARASITE installation offers an open 
moment of meditation regarding labor often gone unseen. 

https://vimeo.com/virginialeemontgomery/oop2channel
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S K Y LOOP, Instal l at ion views,  Lawndale Art  Center,   
.  

 

Yale Thesis 
 

                            O NSITE O FFSITE PARASITE ,  Ya le S chool  of Art ,  New Haven, CT,  US A. Insta l l  photos by Adam  Pape, 2016 
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S K Y LOOP, Instal l at ion views,  Lawndale Art  Center,   
.  

 

Yale Thesis 
 

                                     S culptures,  HEAD STO NE  (Top left )  MOON  STO NE  (Top Right ;  Below) Photos by Adam  Pape, 2016 
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O NSITE O FFSITE PARASITE ,  2016 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Video L ink 
ONSITE OFFSITE PARASITE 
HD two-channel video, 08:14,  2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       

Onsite Offsite Parasite 
 

Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ONSITE OFFSITE PARASITE is a two-channel dream-logica video depicting 
two doppelgängers at work: VLM’s alter ego, Business Witch, and the 
parasitic North American sea lamprey. Both protagonists use their bodies 
as apparatuses for mark-making. The witch embeds fingernails into potted 
plants, sews hair into conference walls at the Yale business school, and 
impacts her pheromones into New England river rocks with an oily cheese 
danish conference pastry. She is the creative other tasked to insert herself 
into the literal skeins of site. The alienation she reveals in both locations 
requires the invention of agency. In the final culminating scene, the mouth 
of the witch's circular drill and the mark of sea lamprey's burrowing teeth 
sync in action to penetrate the structures of their confinement and create 
a portal into the unknown.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/virginialeemontgomery/oop2channel
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Video L ink 
ONSITE OFFSITE PARASITE 
HD two-channel video,  08:14,  2016 

Onsite Offsite Parasite 
 

Video 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ONSITE OFFSITE PARASITE is a two-channel dream-logica video depict ing two 
doppelgängers  at  work: VLM’s  alter ego,  Bus iness  Witch,  and the parasitic North 
American sea lamprey.  Both protagonists  use their bodies  as apparatuses for 
mark-making. The witch sews hair into conference walls at the Yale bus iness  
school and the lamprey  grips the glass of a  waterway dam to cl imb. The al ienation 
they reveal in both ecosystems requires  the invention of  agency and ingenuity.  

https://vimeo.com/virginialeemontgomery/oop2channel
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Performance 
HAPTIC MAPPING 
Walter Phill ips  Gallery,  Banff  
Centre,  Alberta, Canada, 2016 
for the exhibition Things you can’t  
unthink  curated by Peta Rake 
 
Photograph by Ri ta Taylor,  Banff Centre,  2016  

Haptic Mapping 
 

Performance 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HAPTIC MAPPING is a metaphysical teambuilding and drawing 
workshop by VLM. Free and open to the public, the workshop 
interweaves choreographies from movement research dance and 
theories from metaphysical philosophical to facilitate a poetically 
absurd creative teambuilding workshop in the American 
vernaculars of Silicon Valley creativity-training sessions, western 
philosophy, and improvisational contemporary dance. In HAPTIC 
MAPPING there is no pro-business objective. Instead, the 
workshop’s objective is simply to generate and share a playful and 
communal experience with metaphysical forces and rocks. The 
Walter Phillips Gallery presented and commissioned HAPTIC 
MAPPING for the Banff Centre of Alberta, Canada for the exhibition 
Things you can’t unthink curated by Peta Rake in 2016. 
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  Photographs by Rita  Taylor,  Banff Centre,  2016 
 
 
 
   

  Performance 
  HAPTIC MAPPING 
  Banff  Center,  2016 

Haptic Mapping 
 

Performance 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAPTIC MAPPING is a  metaphys ical teambuilding workshop by  VLM. The workshop 
interweaves choreographies  from movement research dance and theories from 
philosophy to faci litate a  poetica lly  absurd and art istic  teambuilding event in the 
American vernaculars  of Si licon Valley creativity-training events,  western 
metaphysics,  and improvisational contemporary dance.  HAPTIC MAPPING  was 
commissioned by the Banff  Centre for the exhibit  Things you can’t  unthink  in 2016.  



 

 58 

VLM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  Photographs by Rita  Taylor,  Banff Centre,  2016 
 
 
 
   

  Performance 
  HAPTIC MAPPING 
  Banff  Center,  2016 

Haptic Mapping 
 

Performance 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAPTIC MAPPING is a  metaphys ical teambuilding workshop by  VLM. The workshop 
interweaves choreographies  from movement research dance and theories from 
philosophy to faci litate a  poetica lly  absurd and art istic  teambuilding event in the 
American vernaculars  of Si licon Valley creativity-training events,  western 
metaphysics,  and improvisational contemporary dance.  HAPTIC MAPPING  was 
commissioned by the Banff  Centre for the exhibit  Things you can’t  unthink  in 2016.  
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Performance / Workshop 
IDEATION ACCELERATOR, 2015 
Drawing 
BLIND PORTRAITS,  2015 
Video L ink 
MEMORY MOBILE VIDEO , 2016 
Sculpture 
MEMORY MOBILE,  2015 
PORTAL, 2017 
 
Photograph by Adam  Pape, 2017 

Particle Accelerator  
Memorial Project 

 

Performance, Drawing, Sculpture & Video 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The PARTICLE ACCELERATOR MEMORIAL PROJECT was a multi-year, 
multimedia project about the material reincarnation of Yale’s dark 
matter particle accelerator. Commemorating the accelerator’s 30-
year run, VLM created a collaborative project alongside Wright 
Lab’s resident scientists while she was an artist-in-residence. Her 
project spans video, performance, drawing, and sculpture. The 
project generated a collection of artworks installed inside the lab 
and outside the Physics building. Together with Wright Lab, VLM 
created a large, blue, 14ft, 7-ton yonic monument to the particle 
accelerator. Made from the accelerator’s original front entrance 
ring, the monument is named PORTAL and is on permeant display 
outside the Yale Department of Physics. PORTAL offers the public 
an opportunity to touch and sit upon the historic dark matter 
particle accelerator. The PARTICLE ACCELERATOR MEMORIAL 
PROJECT affords the particle accelerator an opportunity to spend 
its afterlife outside in communion with the sun and stars. 

https://vimeo.com/134038910
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IDEATIO N ACCELERATO R W O RK SHOP ,  W right  Lab,  
Ya le Departm ent  of Physi cs,  Photographs by Raza 
K azm i ,  2015 

 
 
 
Performance / Workshop 
IDEATION ACCELERATOR, 2015 
Drawing 
BLIND PORTRAITS,  2015 

Particle Accelerator  
Memorial Project 

 

Performance, Drawing, Sculpture & Video 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The PARTICLE ACCELERATOR MEMORIAL PROJECT was a multi-year, 
multi-media project about the material reincarnation of Yale’s dark 
matter particle accelerator. Commemorating the accelerator’s 30-
year run, VLM created a collaborative project alongside Wright 
Lab’s resident scientists while she was an artist-in-residence. She 
facilitated surrealist drawing games, like Exquisite Corpse, with the 
scientists to create collaborative portraits of the accelerator that 
conceptually mimicked the search for dark matter itself. 
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PO RTAL ,  Top,  bottom right ,  W right  Lab,  Ya le 
Departm ent  of Physi cs,  Ya le Universi ty,  2017 
PARTCILE ACCELERATO R MEMO RY MO BILE ,  Bottom  
left ,   W right  Lab, Ya le Departm ent  of Physi cs,  2015 
 

Sculpture & Video L ink 
MEMORY MOBILE, 2015 
Sculpture;  re-cycled accelerator 
rings  and resin beam, CNC pine 
PORTAL, 2017 
Sculpture;  accelerator steel,  
concrete pedestal 

Particle Accelerator  
Memorial Project 

 

Performance, Drawing, Sculpture & Video 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The PARTICLE ACCELERATOR MEMORIAL PROJECT was a multi-year, multi-media  
project  about the material  reincarnat ion of  Yale’s  dark  matter particle accelerator.  
Together with Wright Lab, VLM created a  large,  blue, 14ft ,  7-ton circular 
monument to the partic le accelerator.  Made from the accelerator’s origina l front  
entrance ring,  the monument is named PORTAL and is on permeant display outside 
the Yale Department of  Physics .  PORTAL offers the public  an opportunity  to touch 
and sit  upon the historic  dark matter partic le accelerator.  The PARTICLE 
ACCELERATOR MEMORIAL PROJECT a lso affords  the particle accelerator an  
opportunity to spend its  afterlife outs ide in communion with the sun and stars.  
 

https://vimeo.com/134038910
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https://podcasts.apple.com/
us/podcast/tamyra-gray-
and-virginia-lee-
montgomery/id146211392
2?i=1000466324430 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Interview  

Interviews 
Radio & Podcast 

 
 
 
 
 
 
My guest is Virginia Lee Montgomery, whose new solo show Pony Cocoon is up now 
at False Flag in Long Island City though March 24th. The show is titled after her new 
film, following the birth of a Luna moth from a disembodied blonde ponytail, a 
frequently used symbol in Virginia’s practice. Her films are diffused with these 
repeated visual motifs. Dripping honey engulfs an object; a power drill bores a perfect 
hole through the surface of an image; a narwhal’s horn pierces the Arctic water. 
Images become like recurring characters through her films, which unfold like a 
surrealist mind-map attempting to make sense of free-associative thought. Concurrent 
to her art practice, Virginia works as a graphic facilitator, meaning she travels the 
country diagramming the flow of ideas and concepts for a variety of corporate clientele. 
The influence of this work is clearly felt in the way she edits her films, taking seemingly 
disparate ideas and finding the ways they’re interconnected. This show is produced 
by Sarah Levine and our music is by Jack and Eliza. 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/ep-027-virginia-lee-montgomery/id1336342659?i=1000431610730 

 

 

 

In this episode of the podcast "Unwrap Your Candies Now," Catherine Lu heads to 
Lawndale Art Center to interview Houston artist Virginia Lee Montgomery about her 
solo exhibition Sky Loop. Incorporating video, sound, sculpture and Houston-centric 
symbols, the immersive installation is inspired by the artist's personal experience and 
memories of Hurricane Harvey, on view through March 29. Then, Ernie Manouse talks 
with former American Idol finalist-turned Broadway star Tamyra Gray, who is 
performing in the North American-touring production of Once On This Island. Theatre 
Under The Stars presents the Tony Award-winning musical February 18 – March 1 at 
The Hobby Center. 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/tamyra-gray-and-virginia-lee-montgomery/id1462113922?i=1000466324430 

 

 

 

 

Since her first appearance on the show (episode 11), Virginia Lee Montgomery has 
been making videos out of hotel rooms. With insects. On a $200 budget. She is a 
Material Research Artist-in-Residence at the University of Texas at Austin Center for 
Dynamic and Controlled Materials and her solo show, The Pony Hotel, opened at 
Museum Folkwang in Essen on May 9th. Did I mention the insects? Lots of that on 
this episode.  

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-26-round-two-with-virginia-lee-montgomery/id675424501?i=1000438151546 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/ep-027-virginia-lee-montgomery/id1336342659?i=1000431610730
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/ep-027-virginia-lee-montgomery/id1336342659?i=1000431610730
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/ep-027-virginia-lee-montgomery/id1336342659?i=1000431610730
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/tamyra-gray-and-virginia-lee-montgomery/id1462113922?i=1000466324430
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/tamyra-gray-and-virginia-lee-montgomery/id1462113922?i=1000466324430
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/tamyra-gray-and-virginia-lee-montgomery/id1462113922?i=1000466324430
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-26-round-two-with-virginia-lee-montgomery/id675424501?i=1000438151546
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-26-round-two-with-virginia-lee-montgomery/id675424501?i=1000438151546
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-26-round-two-with-virginia-lee-montgomery/id675424501?i=1000438151546
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